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*  Col lege  Admiss ions
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*  Paying  for  Col lege

TONIGHT 'S  AGENDA

Welcome
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Your Presenters

Jenny Randall
 Career Coach

Dana Conway
School Counselor

Kim Petersen
School Counselor

Beth Tocci
School Counselor

Barb Waters
ETS/UB Advisor



To  help  in form  you  about  post -

secondary  processes  for  your  son

or  daughter .

Objectives 

Please  keep  your  microphone  of f

We  wil l  have  per iodic  quest ion

breaks

I f  you  have  a  quest ion ,  please  type

it  in  the  chat  box

Someone  wil l  answer  quest ions

throughout  the  presentat ion

Expectations

Presentation
Objectives
EXPECTATIONS  AND  OUTCOMES
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Career
Exploration &
Post-Secondary
Options

BRIEF  INTRODUCTION

There  i s  not  one  r ight  way  to  th ink  about

l i fe  after  high  school .
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Career
Exploration
OPPORTUNITIES

Xel lo

Lunch  &  Learns

Job  Shadowing

Workplace  Exper ience  Internships
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4-Year Schools 2-Year & Tech Schools

Cert i f icate  Programs

Apprent iceships

The  Mil i tary

Workforce

Other

West High Graduates
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59% go  to  a  4 -Year  school

Publ ic  v .  pr ivate

In -state  v .  out -of -state

Bachelor ’s  Degree

5% go  to  a  2 -Year

school

Trade  school ,  career

col leges ,  community

col leges ,  

Associate ’s  Degree



The  economy  i s  changing

Job - ready  sk i l l s

E l iminat ion  of  col lege  debt

Complet ion  of  general

requirements

Why?

Hands -on - learners

Money  conscious  fami l ies  

Trans i t ional

F lex ib i l i ty

Smal ler  classes

Who?

Why
Alternatives?

TAKING  A  NON -TRADITIONAL

PATH  AFTER  HIGH  SCHOOL
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Success in the New Economy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zs6nQpVI164&t=251s
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Any questions 
so far?
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Research

Kids  need  to  take  advantage  of  the  col lege

representat ives  who  are  coming  into  our

bui ld ing .  They  are  a  valuable  resource .

Campus Reps

I f  you  are  able ,  take  your  chi ld  to  v is i t  col lege

campuses .  Nothing  can  repl icated  the  energy

and  exper ience  of  being  on  the  premises .

Campus Visits

The  internet  i s  your  best  f r iend !  Refer  to  the

end  of  the  presentat ion  for  some  of  our

favor i te  s i tes .

The Internet!
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Vis i t  col leges  you  are  ser ious ly

cons ider ing

Start  working  on  col lege  appl icat ion

Take  summer  classes

Chat  with  col lege  kids  home  for  the

summer

Get  fami l iar  with  Common  Appl icat ion

Junior Summer

Complete  your  col lege  essays

Think  about  appl icat ion  deadl ine  opt ions

Re - take  the  ACT /SAT  i f  necessary

Gather  letters  of  recommendat ion

Apply  for  FAFSA

Complete  and  submit  ear ly  act ion  &  ear ly

decis ion  appl icat ions

Senior Fal lHigh School
Timeline
BENCHMARKS  FOR  THOSE  WHO

ARE  COLLEGE  BOUND
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Senior Winter/Spring

Take  the  SAT  I I  Subject  tests  ( i f  required

Apply  for  local  scholarships

Make  your  f inal  decis ion

Finish  enrol lment  papers

Not i fy  school  you  won ' t  be  attending
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The  academic  record  i s

important  to  the  admiss ions

process .

Transcript

This  i s  a  chance  for  kids  to  show

how  they  are  di f ferent  f rom  other

appl icants .  Show  of f  your  colors

and  be  s incere !

Essays

Most  col leges  require  either  the

ACT  or  SAT  for  admittance .

Testing

Give  those  who  know  you  a

chance  to  brag .  Just  make  sure

you  give  them  enough  t ime .

Letters of  Recommendation

College Application Portfolio



Transcript
THE  OFFICIAL  ACADEMIC  RECORD
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Requesting a
Transcript

Go  to  the  "Frequent ly  Used "  tab  and  se lect

"Transcr ipts "

Either  the  counsel ing  secretary  or  the

regist rar  wil l  send  the  t ranscr ipt  

Bil l ings West High

From  the  Counsel ing  page ,  cl ick  "Request  a

transcr ipt

Ei ther  the  counsel ing  secretary  or  the

regist rar  wil l  send  the  t ranscr ipt   

West High Counsel ing

Come  see  your  counselor

I f  your  counselor  i s  unavai lable ,  ask  the

counsel ing  secretary

Stop by the Counsel ing Off ice 
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https://www.billingsschools.org/our-schools/high-schools/west
http://westhighcounseling.weebly.com/


You  don ’ t  need  to  take  both !

Five  sect ions

36  i s  the  highest  score

Rewards  good  sc ience  students

Math  quest ions  inc lude

tr igonometry  concepts

West  High  students  do  better  than

the  average  Montana  &  US  student

on  the  ACTs

ACT

Broken  into  two  categor ies ,  but

each  category  i s  broken  into

smal ler  tests

1600  i s  a  perfect  score  

Rewards  good  Engl ish  students

with  a  st rong  vocabulary

West  High  students  do  better  than

the  average  Montana  &  US  student

on  the  SATs

SAT

College
Entrance
Exams
THE  ACT  &  SAT

JUNIOR  PARENT  NIGHT  -  BWHS  COUNSELING  DEPARTMENT



Essays

JUNIOR  PARENT  NIGHT  -  BWHS  COUNSELING  DEPARTMENT



MANY  COLLEGE  APPLICATIONS

AND  SCHOLARSHIPS  WILL  ASK

FOR  LETTERS  OF

RECOMMENDATION

Letters of
Recommendation

Choose  a  teacher  f rom

junior  or  senior  year

Junior Year Teacher

Ask  someone  to  write  for

you  who  knows  you  wel l .

Favorable Opinion

Your  recommender

needs  a  resume  to  write

a  letter

Resume
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Make  sure  that  you  give

your  recommenders

enough  t ime .

Time!
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Questions?
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Complete  16  Core  Courses

Earn  a  2 .3  GPA  in  core  courses

Send  ACT  or  SAT  scores  direct ly

f rom  the  test ing  company  (9999 )

NCAA Div.  I

Meet  two  of  these  three  requirements :

Achieve  a  minimum  18  on  the  ACT  or

860  on  the  SAT  (cr i t ica l  reading  and

math )

Achieve  a  minimum  overal l  GPA  of  2 .0

Graduate  in  the  top  hal f  of  your  class

Send  ACT  or  SAT  direct ly  f rom  the

test ing  company  (9876 )

a .

b .

c .

NAIA

College
Athletics

YOUR  COACHES  ARE  YOUR

BEST  RECRUITING  RESOURCE !
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Complete  16  Core  Courses

Earn  a  2 .0  GPA  in  core  courses

Send  ACT  or  SAT  scores  direct ly

f rom  the  test ing  company  (9999 )

NCAA Div.  I I
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Questions?
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Paying for College
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Univers i ty  Connect ions

Dual  Enrol lment

Early Col lege

BWHS  Counsel ing  Website

Xel lo

Col lege  Websites

Reach  Higher  Montana

Scholarships

Based  on  Expected  Family

Conr ibut ion  (EFC )

Pel l  Grant

$6 ,895  for  fu l l - t ime

students

FAFSA

Summer  Jobs

Col lege  Savings  Accounts

Savings



FAFSA
Do  not  have  to  be  repaid

Avai lable  in  a  var iety  of  forms

Awarded  to  students  with  f inancia l

need  

Grants

Borrowing  money  that  must  be

repaid

Direct  Subsidized

Direct  Unsubsidized

Direct  PLUS

Direct  Consol idat ion

Repay  loan  and  accrued  interest

Loans

Part -Time  Employment  whi le

enrol led

Administered  by  schools

Emphasize  employment  in  civ ic

educat ion  &  jobs  within  course  of

study

Work Study
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FSA  ID

OPENS  10 /01 /22

BASED  ON  PRIOR  YEAR 'S  INCOME

Apply  for  the  2023 -2024  year  using

2021  return

MONTANA  PRIORITY  DEADLINE :  12 / 1 /22

MUST  APPLY  YEARLY

https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/grants
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/loans
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/work-study
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FAFSA: Parent Information

MAKE  SURE  TO  USE  THE  CORRECT

PARENT /GUARDIAN  INFORMATION

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info
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Cost of
Attendance



Cost Comparison
(Without EFC)
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Cost Comparison
(With EFC)
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Scholarships

Athlet ic  Scholarships

Music  Scholarships

Academic  Scholarships

Freshmen  Scholarships

Volunteer  Scholarships

General  Scholarships

Activity Specif ic
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Found  on  Xel lo  and  the

BWHS  Guidance  Page

Local  Non -Prof i ts

Memoria l  Scholarships

Volunteer

Smal ler  candidate  pool

Local

MUS

Given  to  the  top  200

students  in  Montana

Based  on  thei r  GPA  and

ACT /SAT  scores

Must  maintain  a

r igorous  core  whi le  in

high  school

MUS  STEM  Scholarship

Can  be  used  for

anything

Goal  to  keep  Montana

kids  in  Montana

Montana University System

16  member  states

Publ ic  and  pr ivate

col leges  &  univers i t ies

Pay  no  more  than  150% of

in -state  tu i t ion

Not  al l  schools  in  each

state  part ic ipate

Western Ungergrad.  Exch.

http://westhighcounseling.weebly.com/
https://mus.edu/Prepare/Pay/Scholarships/STEM_Scholarship.html
https://www.wiche.edu/tuition-savings/wue/
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Questions?
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Helpful Resources
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Planning  for  your  future

Col lege  focused

Big Future

Register  for  future  tests

Test  prep  resouces

ACT

Local  scholarships

F inancia l  aide  in format ion

Guidance Dept.  Website

SAT  test  regist rat ion

AP  test ing  resource

College Board

Consort ium  of  col lege

One  stop  appl icat ions

Common App

Expert  col lege  guidance

Finding  the  r ight  col lege

College Vine

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html
http://westhighcounseling.weebly.com/
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.collegevine.com/
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Contact Information

Jenny Randall
 Career Coach

randalljt@billingsschools.org
(406) 281-5725

Dana Conway
School Counselor (H-N)

conwaydd@billingsschools.org
(406) 281=5659

Kim Petersen
School Counselor (H-P)

petersenk@billingsschools.org
(406) 281-5610

Tami Radakovich
School Counselor (O-Z)

rodriguesradakovicht@billingsschools.org

(406) 281-5701

Barb Waters
ETS/UB Advisor

watersb@billingsschols.org
(406) 281-5675

Dave Spring
School Counselor (O-Z)

springd@billingsschools.org
(406) 281-5611

Beth Tocci, Dept. Chair
 School Counselor (A-G)

toccib@billingsschools.org
(406) 281-5612

Levi Grosskop
School Counselor (A-H)

grosskopl@billingsschools.org
(406) 281-5609

Morgan Roggemann
YBGR - Crisis Counselor

roggemanm@billingsschools.or
g

(406) 281-5705

Mary Hall
 Counseling Secretary

hallma@billingsschools.org
(406) 281-5613



Thank you!
Please  v is i t  our  website  for  more  in format ion :
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unseling & guidance

counseling & guidance coun

http://westhighcounseling.weebly.com/guidance-counselors.html

